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perhaps Balzac was discouraged by the sight of the snow falling silently on his slope, or possibly his desire to make a fabulous sum of money by a successful play had for a time blotted out all other ambitions ; at any rate, we hear no more of the pineapples of Les Jardies.
Balzac's terribly embarrassed condition in 1837 caused him to return with new ardour to the idea which haunted him all his life, that of an immense theatrical success which should put an end for ever to his pecuniary embarrassments. References to projected plays, to the difficulty he found in writing them, and to his hope of finally freeing himself from debt by producing a masterpiece at the theatre, occur constantly in his letters. "Marie Touchet " and "Philippe le Reserve"'—afterwards to become " Les Ressources de Quinola "—were the names of some of the plays he intended to write. In February, 1837, as we have already seen, he planned out " La Premiere Demoiselle," which he abandoned for the time, but which he worked at with much energy during his ill-fated expedition to Sardinia, and continued at Les Jardies during the summer and autumn of 1838. Before starting for Sardinia he wrote to Madame Carraud: " If I fail in what I undertake, I shall throw myself with all my might into writing for the theatre." He kept his word, and " La Premiere Demoiselle," a gloomy bourgeois tragedy, which soon received ^the name of " L'Ecole des Menages," was the result.ought the strip of
